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BACKGROUNDER

The mission of the Glassworks Studio & Gallery at Salem State College is to provide a superior experience to students in their education in the Glassblowing Tradition, while at the same time providing an outlet for the community to gain access and to experience the art of Glassblowing, provide Glassblowers the opportunity to create in a state of the art studio, Master Glass Artists a space to demonstrate their techniques to students, the community surrounding Salem State College, and/or exhibit and sell their work. 


Glassworks Studio and Gallery introduce the wonderful world of glass art to the North Shore community. Salem State College is one of three colleges’ in Massachusetts to offer classes in glassblowing.  Famous artists such as Elio Quarisa, Lino Tagliapietra, and Davide Salvadore came to Glassworks Studio to demonstrate their unique work to Salem State College students and faculty members. President Clinton, Jack Walsh and Susie Welch also visited the studio. 

Glassblowing classes were offered for the first time a Salem State last fall in the College’s recently-constructed glass studio on Central Campus. It took John Volpacchio a little over ten years to receive almost $150,000, and additional money was raised privately to support the $500,000 cost of renovating the space and buying equipment, including several ovens and a $200,000 ventilation system. 

 
The state-of-the-art facility consists of three-tiered grandstand that provides seating for visitors and guests who are given the opportunity to view the entire process. Glassworks Studio has two furnaces that operates constantly at a temperature of 2,300 degrees Fahrenheit, and are used along with a pipe warmer, garage that heat colored bars of glass materials at 1,000 degrees and an annealer that is set at 900 degrees. The shaping of the glass is done on a marver table which is located throughout the class room area.

Professor Volpacchio plans to develop Salem State’s glassworks studio into a viable for non-profit enterprise, one that will teach students not only the creative side of art but the business side as well. Glassworks offers classes to both Salem State College students and the North Shore community, there are day classes as well as evening and weekend classes available. The students that participate in this class are required to sign a consent form and pay a fee of $200.00. The students start with simple projects and work their way up to more advanced ones. The students are able to sale their project but must sign a contract with Glassworks Studio.  

Upon entering Glassworks Studio visitors are given the opportunity to view the gallery which displays works from John Volpacchio, students, local and international artist.  Professor Volpacchio hopes to work with high school students so that they will stick with the classes and perform very well. He also wants residents of the North Shore community and surrounding communities to come in and watch the students and him in action.
