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Biography

As a child, John Volpacchio had always been interested in ceramics, and glassblowing; the art of shaping and molding fascinates him. With determination and hard work, Volpacchio was able to open the state-of-the art Glass Studio at Salem State College. He got his M.F.A in Ceramics University of Colorado and B.F.A in Ceramics in Rhode Island School of Design in 1979. Volpacchio is currently the Coordinator of Student Art & Design Exhibitions at the Enterprise Center at Salem State College.
 In 2000, Volpacchio traveled to Corning, New York, and Venice, Italy, to learn the art of glassblowing. With that in mind, he returned and established a studio for it. Despite the challenges, it took Volpacchio a little over ten years to convince the administrator to support the funding for the facility.
Professor Volpacchio had taken glassblowing courses at Haystack School of Crafts, Penland School of Crafts, Corning Museum of Glass, and Massachusetts College 
-more-

of Art. He teaches the following courses: Form & Design, Sculpture Mixed Media, Sculpture, Ceramics Handbuilding, Ceramics Wheelthrowing, Glassblowing I, Glassblowing II, Crafts, Glass Sculpture, and Stained Glass.

It took Volpacchio a little over 10 years to receive funding for the facility at the Enterprise Center in Central Campus. Volpacchio wants to establish a studio for students, working adults, and artists in the community. It is an opportunity for the North Shore community to discover the form of art. He hopes that one day, there is a viable for profit-enterprise, where the students not only learn the creative side of art but the business side as well. 


Despite the challenge of opening Glassworks, Volpacchio is ready for his next goal; to open a flame workshop developing more advance glasswork using torches and cold workshops for grinding equipment and polishing.

Volpacchio especially enjoyed making goblets during his spare time, the pleasure of learning different techniques of making goblets from different maestros such as Elio Quarisa and Lino Tagliapietra. Volpacchio says, "The challenges inherent in the successful execution of a finely crafted and well designed goblet are infinite. When the specific elements all come together, it is one of the most rewarding experiences for a glassblower." 
