March 7, 2007

Richard M. Franks

President and Publisher

The Salem News

32 Dunham Road

Beverly, MA 01915

Dear Mr. Franks,

I think that Boston’s Annual Avon Walk for breast cancer would be interesting to your readers because of its locality and because it’s addressing an eminent deadly disease.  On May 19, 2007, the two-day, 39 mile walk will raise significant dollars to provide access to care and to help find a cure for breast cancer.  
A similar event took place locally this past February. Salem’s Hawthorne Hotel held a fashion show sponsored by the Pink Rose, a non-profit foundation that assists in the post-secondary education of children who have lost a parent to breast cancer, by raising and distributing funds.  The event featured Boston Magazine’s Best Wedding Dresses of 2006 Yolanda’s wedding gown collection.  Donations included a Jim Hjelm designer wedding gown raffled off by Magic 106.7, a gift certificate to DePrisco Jewelers in Boston, and a six day all-inclusive honeymoon to Jamaica provided by Marisa Cole of Sensational Travel.  The gifts were presented to an extremely grateful Courtney Hamilton, a grade school teacher from Waltham.  Courtney will be married in October, breast cancer awareness month.  All proceeds from the raffle will be put towards providing scholarships for children who have lost a parent to breast cancer.
The upcoming Avon Walk for breast cancer is another way to raise awareness in the community and to make a difference the way that the supporters of the Pink Rose Foundation have.  The walk offers all participants the opportunity to make a substantial commitment toward eliminating breast cancer as well as increasing important awareness of this fatal disease.  

I will be in contact with you to see if you are interested in this story.
Sincerely,

Rachel Struthers

(413) 575-0218

restruthers@hotmail.com

